grief, for Wheeler's force had included the invalid
depot of the 52nd, and many of the women and
children of the Regiment had been with them. Now
that the Lucknow Residency, too, was besieged by
mutineers, the defenders swore that they would
sooner die at their posts than make terms with a
treacherous enemy. But what of the non-combat-
ants? Some of the men began to ask each other
whether they must kill their wives and children in
the last extremity. An officer in his own garrison
took Mr Gubbins aside one evening and said that he
and his wife had determined that he should shoot
her if the enemy broke in. He asked Gubbins to
agree that, if one of them were killed before the
other, the survivor should perform this last act of
mercy for both their wives. Gubbins refused, saying
that the need had not yet arisen, and that, besides,
he could never bring himself to do it.
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